Chinese Educational Mission students during their Hartford days, ca. 1876
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Courtesy of the Thomas LafFargue Collection, Washington State University

Yung Wing (1828 - 1912) and
120 Young Chinese Students
In America (1872 - 1881)
Thelir Times and Works

Timothy Tsung-lu Kao

Yung Wing first came to the United
Statesin 1847 and graduated from Yalein
1854, becoming thefirst person in Chinese
history to hold an Americen BA degree. He
believed that, “ The rising generation of China
should enjoy the same educational advantage
that | have enjoyed; so that through western
education China might be regenerated,
become enlightened and powerful.”

At his suggestion, a Chinese Educational
Commission (1872-1881) was sent to
Hartford, Connecticut which brought four
detachments, totaling 120 young Chinese
students. [ The Chinese Educational Mission is
less commonly known as the Chinese Educa-
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