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Boston’s Chinese
Restaurants: 1200-1960

1%y Kemmelh Wone

Oa September L4, 1998, of the China Peard Res-
tourant {9 Tyler Street, Boston) (he Chinese | lisloocal
Hociely of Mew B land, in co-spensasship with the
Chinatown Business Assoclation, preseared Baston's
Chinese Restaurants: [900-1960, TFeatored were re-
searcher Todd M. Stevens and reqtanraterrs William
"Billy" Chin, Larmy Wing, hdndeline Wiong, =m:l Will-
s Sean Waing. Stevens, 2 PleCx candidobs 22 Princeton
Liniversily, presente] his lindings From i noscarch jimojeet
an thes history of Chincse restaerants, Chin, Wing,
Madeline Wong, and Willinm Wang, lenp-iime mem-
biers ol the Chivese commmanity atd eomprising prob-
ahbly t least 200 vears (in this reporet's puess-estimation)
of successtul restaurnnt supetiencs, shared theaic reiiec.
s oo what itowas like to be iovelved sith a business
thiat was mn ns a fnmily affair.

Pizcing topedher svidsncs pothersd from old res-
taurant ineoes and advertiscments, photogeaphs of pre-
‘Warld War IT Chinatown sirees seenes, Boston newspn-
qer articles froon Uee 191004 w0 193, and oral datere-
vigws wilh Meil Chin, Willizm Chin, Anila {hue, an:d
Williarn Seam Waonp. Stevens teld a faseinating stary of
how Chimntrwn rom 1900 19 1960 was imamsforme:d
from a dingy place of parment factorics and tenenent
houses =zmi-isolated tFom the greater socisty of Bosion
1o & cobiriiol litsup restaurant disirict serving predemis
nanily pon-Chinese costemces, Befleciing changes in
atittades in both the Chinese and non-Chinese commu-
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nities, 1his mmsfomation cm be ineced hack Do Lhe exs
tehlishment of Reky Foo's Den in 1929,

Early Chircse restaurants in the 15910 and
192075 mainly served Chinatown residents amf Chingss
from oulside Chimdosm living in lhe sehos o cven
cther pars of Massachuzeits ond Mew England, Rss-
Lawrabeurs did nol mszke special effors o aezaet the non-
Chir.:s_v: patron whe wis oifered a limited range of
cheices fromy the menu— chow mein, chop susy, low
mein, and egy o veng. The siens in Jranl ol tee nes-
eaprants were largely in Chinesse chormeters with Enalish
wimibs, il amy, in srmaller szze. In conlmast, Chinese nes-
toucants in the 1530's offered o wider array of "more
authentic” dishes such a5 moe goo g2i pan and Chincse
Lobser to white cosemers, Jhatsids the restaumings, brizh
neom lights in the shape of dr@ons and pagadas hock-
oneif the diner i search for “authentic” Chinese food.
The custonser did nat cven have to remember the name
of the restmumnt in mest ces bal mesreiy iy sreet nume
ber, 2ines the nunsber, sach as in "9 for 9 Teler Street,
was prominsntly feotured amidst the lizhis,

Eaby Foo's Dem, stnted Stevens, "represatsd a
bresskthronzph Fie Chimese restaurenls inallmcling 4 min-
Chinese dinner crowd to Chinatown and enticing them
Lo iy mew Rincls ol Chiness lool” The Den, lenerly
loeared at & Hedson Street, was established in 1529 and
hesd hecome o ol the most Tearighing Chinatewn nes-
toarents ke 1923, 11 was the firsl Chingtown restanraat
Lo hawe a e of posple wailing b getin, Many af i
customers wers Jewizh who, encouraged by the waiters,
leamed Lo enjoy a vasicty of Chincse dishes [nbigler,
shrimp, chicken. efe  8s long as dhey ware made svith
the "dark ssnpoe™ [Oyslor sawoe).

The faad was nat the anly attractien a1 Ruby
Foo's Den. The owner, Bube Foa, was o natzd Boston
celelarite. Kaown for ber sophistication and aplamb,
Faby Foo was regulazly writtsn nbeut in the 193005 by
Jrumatist imd man aboul own Geonge MckKinnon in his
column in thz Beston Bacord American. People Lliks film
slar Jackic Conga &l al tls Den, A locd mightcluh con-
tzmplozsd ploying specinl entmncs muss for Ruby Foo.
Diney Mooee's Restaurant named a sandwich Tor her,

The writings of Gearpe MeKinnon present 2
positive mapge of Chinese which conirasted sharply with
the pegative images found in Bealon newspapers in Lhe
carly decades of the 200 century. Swevens believes that
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thix chanpz in the white perseplion of 1he Chinese had
much to do with the transtermation of Chinatooan into o
resburanl lisieicl. Cliling Proslfessor BoRcoil Wisng's (4
CHSWE Board Member) nricle abous the 1403 Bastan
podics raid on Chasatow, Slevens nobed how e Bas-
lan press ab fhe fime |,3|:|:|E|:|::|.'I Chinese i subehirmin
forcigners and invaders. Chinatown was thought to b a
phace ofvpium dens snd unéstground hmaels, In Geogs
MeKinnon's lme, however, whilcs Wers accing
Clinatwwie as & place whees they could enjoy delicieuas
food, music and dancing whils enjoving the company
ol Hnsten sacipliles such as Buoby Foo.

The other pices relating to the transformaiicn,
arged Stevens, ked to do with the attiudes of Chinasown
entreprenenrs. Ruby Foo represented o new kind of res-
tawrtcur whi spesificedly marketed b the white eomime-
nify. Chinese resfaurateurs exponded their menus acd
mzzl archil=ciural changes b attrct white cusiomerss.
Restaurants in the [F50's such as the Cathigy Honese 25—
tablished by Anite snd Gorder Cliee continoed what
hird bieen stmed by Buby Foo fn [529.

Fallorwing $lewens” prosentation was a panel dis-
cussion with Willinm "Billy" Chin, Larry Wing,
Mladaline 'l.'l."l_'ungc_ and Williem Seam Waong. Llein e
the ewner af the restaorant at 9 Tyler Street until ten
YEATE D20, ".".":ir_,jl_r. OpeTles ".J.-'ing's Rustmrl i Ohelses,
the losgest continausly-perating Chiness restaucant in
Toew Enpgland, ssmblished in 1925, Madeline Wieng i=a
co-owiber Al the Baowloon Restausant in Saogos, and was
recopnized by the Mazsachusets Besteuranl Associn-
Livin iz e 1998 Restmunatenr of Ui Yoar Willizne Yo,
o retired restanrant warker whe worked for o number of
eslablishments inchwling the Ciabiey Howse, i5 ons ol
the most knowledgable people in the Chines= commu-
nily abaul Boston™ Chinese nestaerants 2nd serves as a
CHEME Boord Member

They reitzroied Stevens' poind abent the pupa-
Lerity ol Clrinsiows restmrnts afler Wield War (I Chin

~canfimivend o page 3
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remernbhered 300-400 people packed indo bis nestaemant
an nights after 2:00 iwm,, enjoyving music and dancing.
Patrons came from all aver Bostan {Dorchester, South
Bapston, und Brizbton) and adiacent eities (Charlestown,
Clielsen, Revers, Molden, and Wewton). William Wons
stated Jowisl people, in-porticular, liked o cat in
Chinetown, beozuss they could get made-u-aniar dishes
el Taumd vn the meny,

Faortheose custorners whis wimsed someathing fom
Lhez e, pork chops, fied chicken, roast becll cols
slaaw, ond enion rings as well ax Chinese dishes weore
availahle. Madeline Wing's father served chow mein
sandwiches and Freneh bread in i Fall Biver, Bass-
clizerts and Providence, Rhode Island restanrants.
Spparenily, chow mein sandwiches aind Freach bread
were steple items in Chiness restaurants in that part of
Mew England. Fordessert, there wis sesame candy. Ooz
af Chin's duties as pantry Bay at the Cathay Honse wis
Lis cual Vhe camely ndier it waos stired.  Bocawse pocparing
sesane cancdy wis 5o lobor-intensive (it had to be stirred
in & wok far cight hours, accanding 1o William Weng), it
wats eveniually replnced by formens conkics ag dessest.

Waorking in o restaurant wae a lot of baed wask.
hadeline Woirg. as a ninesyear old, typed up the menus
gwvery evening  with one fingee! Larmy Wing and his
[reabices swapped green beans and made epe foo yuing
ancl fried rice to feod entire Mational Gusrd units during
World War 11, Becoming @ head chef was not casy back
in thess doys, according w Chin, One bl 10 work his
way up [roan dishwasher, pantry boy, and waiter.

But helping aul in fimily resfourants os children
end leenngess ond then ninning restaoranty lalsr =< iz
wits mare (han just bard work and a business for owr
panclists. Far Wing, il was a family affair. Hz remeom-
hered with fondness the sumneers be speat ending the
garden his grandlather {who also happensd to be
Madeline Wong's fatler) grow o supply vepslabies for
tle Fall Kivier restamrems, Madeline Wong talked alseut
the pressures of expanding her respurant ond making
the business o suceess and, &t the same line, how much
she and her beshand loved the business, For Chin, the
rextiuran] huosingss was samething for st 0 pul his
heart inte. Heart extended tn the cuslomers. William
Wong always masde o point of making his custarmess feel
wilcomed by knowing their names ond what they liked
gt Perhaps, Wing suinmed it all up when he said
“weall had fun” And, ves, we in stendance 21l had fun
at Boston's Chines: Bestommanls: [9-1960. O

Fage 3

VM R S R R R A -
e Fokcma R o b 1 R T e
ROA-R A TOEELE - SR TR0 i I S e
FORLTRREE T « B - FEG2orge McKinnon
P » QAEER R —EEmEeE s
it - ETR SR et - B MRS
il Bl Ruby Foo ) FE{RATRETS -

Stevens JEFE SHBRAE M pT 00— 4T
Eﬂ‘l:-'j': H.F.Elﬁﬂ' = Ry Fﬂﬂﬁﬁj’ ﬁjﬂllﬁj I'EI-..-'IM.L
M EEEREERES= - F ARSI
TARTTAIEE R « 77 B s S i s
W= g AR - ATFHA8%E - fli0Anin
Fitrordon Chue [lF 493 T8 - 358 T Ruby Foo
FEL929F Fridi RUET 155 -

Slevens BIEEE « BT EESEE - Lamry
Wing - [ ML ETIEFE TS - |
S| FAE4T - - PRS0 RMEENE T - Wing
FrChelsen 2 ¥ Wing B8 - EEERI025ER
iR EETGEE SRR 0T 0 - T
Sl B A Sk - TESangus BEIE A, G AE - FE
IR ERE TR E R FrnEElE
F - TEHEFEEEEMEE LA - §ErSRE
Ifif- BIEEHEE - ¥\ EERSE-LEE A

AT e i e T A O 2 ]
AT - [EniEH T Stevens 09asRE -~ FREEESRD#
BEH=SOE A A AT R BN he
MEETEEE - ErragtsdmsE
{Dorchester ~ PR TESATOTASE ) LR B REE
T Charlestown - Chelsea - Revere - BRSHT - £0
SR} - MEFERBE A& oS0
B TR ELRRRE R SRS -

ENHEREHEENEE « IS
EUNEEE - JFRE - IBA-P - BELEEA - HE e
MAC4EPEEL - BREFRETLATEEN
Fall RiverflB &S L Providenceif i SR « 38
MNFAEN ORI EEE - S HEs
Rl EEE RS SR P aENE 8
MESIEHIAE - $EREWET IR - REEEE
BN R - WP — TR TR I -
| SR R A o | B EEEATAY ¢
I PAT A - BRI EM T .

= B om

FRETIETE - ABRNHTEES
B — ""%5?5*7?& | =3 A BB - Larry Wing
AT S —EHET - FEEEAIC R
R SRR Pk AR - FERHEE - SEFEMITE
EMIEFEE - DELET - BN
B -

BN TN ERTEER
WEEE LR BERRE  FTRREZETE
FELETITE - HWing 3% - ST aEW i
AR WL SR A (W EN 8 iTHE
B+ B4Fall River BUEMER 5T - W=
EE BN EENERSEREEASAED &
HEEMLH S USRIERE - EhnnsE
PESLMETT R A LT B MMERE eRL Y - WHE
AT TR E S TSRS -
RUATRE S WETS MM - E Wing 28 TP
TR RS T — - B - Bl
IEEHFI L 2 EF T I900- 19608 L &
BE o Rk S EsE -

Ruby Foo’'s lives op
Ruby Foo B A

A nsw Chinesepan-Asian
rszfaraid i New Yook Gy ée
cresivg & buzz, dranaing e
Slenloy of CHENE
Msvthers, CHENE called to
S&k abaal It nare: Ry
Foo's A =slafller al e Rihy
Fad " & redlaarsEdl ralied Hat
rESTaUrant maEnagers wanf
throwgd beiEohions direciones
ai the 1840 s aid 50 s
I'I:IS'.’I'.'EI;I o fsalraiion ard
came asrosy e iame Rby
fon's They lked e sound
of i name and how i1 5iz0
rs{Eranced § rad wal iy he
nastayran! gdecor. Ofhers
Fave alma dold them Bady Foo
wars 3 resfaaienr in Bt
Thay sra now m doush with 8
"-""JS'-ELIQ"'E o 530 2aime
masmanshis o el decor

et d B REMT—RF
_..-'.~':.~‘.'_*'“ g - HAvimn
FAR PR REE-
EE S G h TR
j‘:]'~ rl-EH:L..- Fua |E'I"5:'\.E|:,':v
BRI aE sk
TR Ot VL I B A e
1'.:3':-:‘,'-&::.-“;' # o+ A Euhy Fon
o o B -

Ride e ic i

o AR A A T

Rudsy Frooae dE -3 i £ —]
FAEESHLT - EHS

Erabky -Fooifil - i3S
o ETEER—EH R

'a"'{'_lhl :’-«.-:‘ﬂ{ti _-\T'_ -

CHSME Miner 1235



HELREE
CHSMNE-Waterman
Scholership Awards

The CHEME-\WaEman
Schofarship Awards wers
gztzhlished in 1234 through
thie gansrous suppod al ihe J.
5 Wabtorman 4 Bans

The purposa of the Schofar-
ship is I encourags Chinese
Aamarican students 1z
brcome well-vansad Inthelr
sritape and confi@ule 2 ihe
cardinuing grawlh af

the Chanese American
COMmLIrify

A ES00 award |8 I:-TEE-E:'IIIE".':
rach year, rengwesla

far thres vears, (o gradualing
high schoal sfedenta wiho

will ke attending Gallege in
Kow Englard.

1995 Schalarship
Award Mew Recipients:

M= . Shirley Tan
Mok Quwincy High
Seioal graduate,

i aiferd Azsumplion
Coflege,

Wiorpesfer MA

imendved with Pafer Jse’s
Chingst Daice Traues
in Qevincy for the past
v sy i cuvraently
BEMVEE B3 DrSsSiTEm.

The Trouges bas peromisd
sf Qg Fins .1'1_,if..'.

the Baslon Chinslawn
Auguet Moon Fastis!
ang many eiher

! pERLACE,

Mr. Baofeng £heng
Cherezfown High
Sohood praduaite,

to affend Moriheasiem
Liniversify,

Bozion, MA

piens 43 go fmo the st of
COMGLET ANRTEERT

@nd sfarf fiz own Desingss
hape o pley 2 rals in
shEing fhae

fisura of Chmalown.

Chiang Yee
Silent Traveller

by Dia Fheny

Im theczely ciphties wien Dvas =il m Gl
[ comtranslated Chinng Yiee's {hirese Colliaraofy info
Chinese. 1 admired the mrthor zmed loard this baok ex-
tremely interesting. With his artistic talent, knowledge,
arul wil, [z transformed Chinese calligraphy into an en-
jovable, comprebensible subject.

Mot long after [ came b tse LLE. T went 1o
visit an Americin friced end was delightfully surprised
L lind & copy of The Silenr Travveller in Boston by Chinng
Yee on the colfee tahle in her Bving moem. |:'I| thie dust
jacket was a colored Chinese painting of the Park Sinact
scene by the avthor, ond the Femilisr sigistors next o
L painting ottmcted my atention instantly. The book,
which recorded the suthes s experivnce in Beaton dar-
ing his vigits in the 40°s and 5075, wns A bestasedler when
pullished in 13359,

Clrlang™s fravel baok om [estan =2 & unique
formal structurc. [t inclodes overa dozen colored plabes
znd many line drawings by the authar, sich s, Fancel
1zll, Concord Bridee, Szlem Custom House, and
Hurviernd Yard, Becanse of the unusuzl iniiore of the
Chinese painting style and the Western suenes, thess &1
works ore eve-catching and refreshing. Chiong e xlso
altzelies many of his Chinese pocms execured in grace-
ful Chinese calligraphy. Whan reading Chizng’s bk,
the reades would find himsedl incvitahly immersed in
joorful appraciztion of Chinese scsthetics.

Chismg Yes's boak distinguishes itss!l ffam
nurnerois other travel bonks ahouet Boston, a5 it pre-
zants a1 Boston eheerved from a Chinese poinl of view.

Chizng iz zlways curious and clairveyant To
him. Jife and naturs are full of wonders, and he can um
nearly everything asound him into a mesmeriving sub-
jees for discussion in his howk. Besides, Chiang mokes
canstant seferences fo Chiness custam, philesopby, and
Tegenids, such ag Clincse tea, candles, willow, ardsezon.
This, fiis wriling is bath entertaining and insightiial. He
intraduces Chinese cullune Lo the American publicin a
very genble manncr.

Chinng v very praductive writer. Through-
aut kis lile, he publizhed 12 travel books in adidition Ly
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mezny ofher works. Sir | lerben Bead consideresd kim “ome
of thase rore forsizners wha heip us [Westerners] un-
derstand sursclves. Thar is a very high bul accaraie ap-
praisal of the centributions Cliang Yee hos made in
bringing a mutuzl vaderstanding between the Eost ard
West. [

Current Schallzrship Rocsipenls at ine 1998
Annuel Bapgued with CHEMWE Presidant Peter
Chan {2nd fromm Baft), Ken Benneld {4t from
righd in 21 100 TEpTeEENENg 5 Wabkaman
& Bans, Waring Funsral Homa, and CHSMNE
Echalarship Commltes Chairman Prafessor
Ken Wong I'1ﬂ'l rr|:||'|'| righitl
':
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Annual Report

Feter K. Chin, President (1996-159499)

L am conslmtly amiseed by whal & small groug
ol commitled fnadividuals could do to open new doors
ond removs barciers. As I get ready 1o step down as
Prezident efter sceving for the pist 3 vears, | saliule my
fiellow wiTicers amd members of 2 very dedicated Board.
Together with many Soelcty membera and valenteess,
Wi prsserv e, uncover, celehrale and make history,

hese wre the highlights of 1758-199%;

* Annual Mesting: We began on July | with 8 wonder-
ful Annual Meeting and Appreciation ineer. We hen-
aml Metl Chinand the Kgw Sing Music Club with cur
Spjoumers Award. Wateoman and Sons cantied theie
aliminzhle civic elTorl in sponsoring the scholarship
awards and twa worthy higl seloal grasdsies wens the
higipy resipienls.

* Maunl Hops Project: A revitzlized Committes ot out
towork. An excellant propesal secking planning grans
from the City’s Browns Fund was dewveloped and
prescated. [Ses related story |

* Lewtupe Serics on Clhincse Boeitaorants: On Sepleme.
ber 14, awver 1600 people hasrd Todd Sievens talk aboat
Chinese Restizamnts ond their developmant and growih
from 1900 to [5G0, With hwneer and wermith, panclisis
Billy Chin. Larry Wing, Madeline Wong and Seamy
Wong shirsd theit perzonnl storiss nbowt cperating o7
warking in restawrants during that tinee. 1L was an in=
formitlive aind un entertnining event. [ was doubly
F-ll:E-I:-d. e serve as the :|n|1|!=r.'.||;|r.'i:r'.I|=1'|'|r|:l,|:r. |$¢|: =
laiea] story. |

* Angel Island Exhitic'CHSNE Photo Exhikit: Tn con-
Junction with the Angel Island Exhibil sponsered by
ife Mew England Chapter of the Organizasion of Chi-
ACS: AINCICANS, wWe nul ingether i ;lilum exhibit of
Chiness immigranis in Mew England. Fun through the
whole month of February af dlve Bastan Public Library,
wis hope Ly spur vigwers in donzle 'phml:ls From their
lrmily nlbams 1o zrodually expand our collectian. Many
peaple, including students. were teuelied by the pic-
tures and Feund the loc:l angle 15 be very interesting
umd informative,

* Mortheastern University Arclives Project: Morilisse.
vem Limiversily received & ErUAt io preserve the= h[;:::.r}'
of Boston's under-dacomented cenumunitize. Oae So-
cicty has endorsed amd supporled the eflorls, In
adifitivn, sev2nd Reand members incleding myssif are
serving on & Chinese American CommunityAdvizory
Comittes to peovide mpal.

t H-I:'I!'il.l.ll:ljiihl.lilr:-' LUnliabametive: Thiz newly lormed non-
preslie arzunization, is proposing an Immigrant Trail (&
Iz Fresdem Troil) and & Family History Website, 1n
conjunctian with thess projects, the Intemational In=
stilule ol Besten i werking towands sn Immigrant Sdu-
seum to showeass the storics of Beston's tomigrant
proups. Yo ans i||:|51:ir.|g o provite input on the Chi-
Tese COmmunity,

* Fing Cn Alley Historiczl Murker: The Bostanian So-
cicly has the Historical Markar all sat for the Fing On
Alley. We are planning an evenl to have 1he Morker
imsialled,

* Mowving or rezoping the Adelt Entcriginment Districs;
We have jolted lorees with other Dypwntown ond
Chirstown organizmions tp work fowards movieg or re-
zoning ths Combat Zons,

Fior an organivation thil dees not have oy poid
slalT, we hove over-achieved in mare ways than eae. Far
that, Tam bach preud and gracelful. el us move Bawarnd
50 that we com discover mone of our trensured past[ |
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Chinase Americans
fought In the

American
Civil War,

Sbnout 50 Chinese Amagrizans
seraed imthe Givil War,
Histonans, Thomas P. Lowry
and Edward 5. Miffgzn
annayacad their findngs in
fay jgee Mamy 12, 19945
Washingtan Post) aftar
researching pensian recemds,
rewspApEr abiueaniss, ships'
lege, and induclion papars
Previously, % wias thaught 1l
oaly ane of i did. including
Edward Day Cshots of Mass.

Wi'ao Haong Meok, werked a5 a
cabin boy and eventualty
farded in Lancastar, Popn.
Yhen the Confzdsrale &rmy
threatened an atlzck an
Fennsylvania, hsa quizkly
joined {h= Unizn Army. By
1850, he was 5 full-fagged
cnnbar om the Lancastar
Exazrmier and Herald

P e

WEn wae e ot tha few la
iatain his Chine=a namg
Edvrard Day Gshedis, for
sxEmple, had 125en an Lhe
name of the family that
sdoptad nim aler 1IFE||I':‘='| Iha
stowaway on ane af ils trede
Shine.

Qtner Civil WEr vEtErans wera
Anfonin Dardalls of Connect-
cub and Jozaph Farcs, wie
was named by the capian of
thea 5.I1||:| on wihizn he arnved
in hignor of President Franklin
Fizro
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Angel Island
books are herel

bifagual,
vy mewing,
Inchuding the griging!
Chinasa poatry (aksa
ranskated inte English]
carsed Into the walls of tha
detention cantar &t

Angal Island
3178551500 (members)
{all GCHENE oifica
17-335-2515
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Students in my Asian Minorities in
Americe” courss 2 Uhdass Boson concludad their
cemester with a diyp=lony Geld trip on hMay 179 1o
sewerzl important sitss in local Asxian Amencan
history, inesluding Chinstawn, the Mationn? Ar-
chives in Waltham, the [archester Vietran Veter-
ans memorial, sma o ML Hepe Cemetery wheie
we paid respects to the pionesr zensralivm ol
Boston's Asiqn American comumenitbzs. The fol-
lowing arc short excerpds fom five student writs
ings abaut 1heir experiences at M Hepe, and one
student's complete essay, incluced hare with
'pq:.-mis.'a:il.m. [IJr. Peter Z{ia.ng]

Walking thraugh Mt Hops cemetery and
smelling the soent ol e groon grass, [ can remeni-
bt this image clearly. There wis the majurily sids
that was the Ccastan side, there gravesiones were
neatly mowed, pleasant to look o, and was very
clean, ot o e other hand thers wos this tiny
zpod whene there wes segregation with the Asizns
in a Listle comer and smamz ather coloned peapls
a2z well. This was an unplezsmt sighl L look =L
Thens were gravestenss that wers so small com-
pitred In the athers, slones thas wors unreadable
znd unbermble o loek &l Greyvestones tlat Eve
heen broken off or have been chipped ol (Grass
tlyat Iag been unmaowed aed untauched for doys,
Bits and pizces of scatlored trash alled near the
stanes. Kids honping where they'te nol suppossd
i be [ szems ke mishody cared. The faw is that
tlezse arc aur ancestars who kad to suffer though
life. Yei they sl do ned nestoin peace. {Trinth
Mguven)

It was quite ;0 experisnce. | wias Irying L
conmecLin some way S | plaoed ncenss in front of
cvery tombstens that had my Inst name - “Chan™.
o know how Chingse peegpls are. “Tf yow'ne last
name is the sume as mine then we must b ekl
Becanse our arcestors are from the same willags,
[Celimie (Cham}

Learning at VIt. Hope e

The most 1 want 10 remember the way we
light incenss and we put ineense in front each stos,
Il remin:ds me in Visinam, | visited my ancesiors,
miy gremdmindher ok cemessry, every yeqran their hirh
dave and Vietiamese nesw vear. Tt made me felt sad,
mevw | can nol se ny mnossiors’ grave anymore: [
comled mol Jight incense o 1hem and coold ot lean
up grasses around graves and cleen dint o ths stones.
Eg, ik hive aochamce oo bo WMot Hope Cene-
ctery, I am very hoppy to do what I thaught 1 will
never div agsin, {Thankian Tre)

When I was told that we wers going Lo the
cemelery, | thought ot Grat it woold oot be soeel-
evant to the rest of the trip but [was wrong. Lile |
and eleadly ane part of iz and 50 5 che cometery. It
wis unbelievabls to sz2 the plot of lund where Asiang
were buried. 10w ol very well kept as the other |
areas of the cemetery and this ores wis very rocky  §
and gome of the omb stones were broken becayse
ol vandalism. [ tink peopls in genesal should have
respact for the dead repaniless ol whae it s Soameal |
ths desd were veierans wha served in the coumiry
aind it was pood o sos the United States fling inoreg-
carrbion of Biear servies o the country. [ ssnsed as
[ warlkel Lo the dilTerent anbsbomes a (eeling of an-
guility. In fife we pursies goals amd il isall o lszitcre
pur life. Life is what we make it and 1his was the
tanghd Lt came be gy meinds L owas part of the crip
that [ was able to reflect on my life, 1he geals the
ambitions, and the simgeles (Carlos Saic)

.-‘;l!hnugj:l wie weren' L aslated to each othier,
but. I think whenever 1 sow their cemelery, | owill
feel that | can sec my great-geend faclar was thers
withus teo. Especinfly, this is my fizst ime L tuch
Ihe incense aller | cames o Aanenea, Twill oy to 2l
niyself to wisic them o coupls of times dusing Lhe
yezar, S0 0 can Toel eloser o my great-prand fathe.
And it can make me kesp & culiane o respect Le
clderes while they "o still 2live, (5 Kam Cuon)
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THE MOUNT HOQPE CEMETERY
CHINESE INMIGRAMNT MEMORIAL
PROJECT
1998/1999 SUMMARY

b Dieharah Diong

Crver thos past vear, the Mownt Hops Cemetery
Chin=se [nu'_nimm lemorial Commilice rtgrﬁup.:d and
biepan an agpressive campaizn to raiss fonds for the de-
sign ool the Menoerial, The Conumnities, chaired by Bik
My, includes Tom Chin, Deberah Long. and Sl'.‘tll'l_'_-'
Wong of the CHSME, and kas alzo engaged tee voluns
leer services of Joo K Lio, Maraging Principal of the
archilectr: consulling o Twasspine [ncorperabed.
The Commitzs iz cooperaring with the City of Buston's
Parks &nd Feceeation Depastment, which ovsrsses the

- amtimel an gy T
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manzacment of the ciny's cemeteries, and is alsa wark-
ing oo callabosste with local Chiness Banily assaciations
L ranfses ivwargngss and funds for dhe Memorial.

As baskpround, the Memorial is intended to
hienor the ariginal Chingse hnmigramts whe s Lo the
Bastom area. Many ol the [irs) Chinese te immigrals
here weps men who lefi destitute villages in China in
seareh of berter Llives fn the Undved Staves, and in hapes
of carning woney W send back L theie villages or L
bring their fimilies to the United 3tates Uniortunntsly,
miany ended wpoworking i dangenesas, menizl jobs that
provided logls pay, Also, immipration legislition had
bezn passed that all but mode it impassible for Chingse
Warnc b imiipsats o the United Staics A8 & nesell,
iy af Uuese men dicd befiore they conld retum by theic
villagss, mmd withaut wives ordescendanis in the United
States. When these mumigrants died, they wess beried
hers until their reenains conld ke repsirizted ke China,
In eccordance with Chinese eustom. friends and cal-
lcagiees would ancarth nenaing afler sevend years, clem
their bones, and sead them back to Chinn so that they
coabd be buried in thaie hooes vilkages.

Many withaut the mezns to do 52 remained in
thezir eransiznt burial prounds peroanenitly, such oz these
i blawnt Hope Cemetesy. Dnothee inslzness, politicz!
il socral merest in China smal swars made the repatrias
tign of remans impossitle beeance of the difficulty in
mairtnining communications with China Oweribe years,
the Chincae sections of Meuwnt Hope Cometery have
Fallem into wreal disrepair. The Memorizl is envisioned
a5 not only n restorotion projeet, but alza as a mems 1o
i & @ rouge of imntigrants who have cantributed
the history of Boston, by erecting 2 manemsnt and trans-
forming their burial sites into o “sancteary.” Altheugh
we cannot refum the remains of these immiprants to
theie villages, we can, i sense, bong the villzes and
their traditions o Mount Hope Cemetery. [n doing this,
i leagic b nal cnly v b hanor Lhe memory of hess
immigrnlz, hul also 10 pressrvs o culiural heritage Fora
new meneration.

IFundraising for the Memorial kas been sepa-
roted iote two phoses. The fiss phase is to obiain funds
to Excilicate the desizn of the Mononal, The soood phass

will focus o fe Momarial's constnection. As pard ol

il dbesipn Nmadraising ¢Mons, in December [958, the
Commities submitted 2 proposal 1o obtain funds for the
dcsig:u af b Meinorial s the ity of Basign™s Browne
Fund, which was esfablished as a special apen space
imyprovement trust fund for projects thal enbince the
yuality ool lilz in Bostom. Support for the CHENE s pro-
sl come from many Chinsse-Amerizan and Boston
orzanizatians, becal businesses aod sovecmimmenl ofliciaks
A copy ol the CHSNIE s proposil to ths Brovae Fund
s the necomponying support lefters is available at the
CHSME's office for nxzinbers W revicw. A responss a5
1o shictlser Bie Mroawne Fuard will iprmi the Committes’s
repuesl fior funding is sxpected in Tuly 1955

11y are inferesied in contribacing to the
Memorial's desipnand consteuslion funds, ar il vou wish
1o assisl with Tundraising eferts, pleass contagl the
CHERLE ofTice at $17-338-4339, [
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Chinese
Historical
Society

of New England
Mo
EINEFTESE

Mission

The Chanepse Hiskarical
Zacely of Now England
{CHEME) is 5 non-predi
oorganzaon el was
es{zblished in 1942 1o
dacument, prasenya, end
promote the |'I|5[-'.'II'!|' ard
fagacy of Chinese
iremiigratdion in Mew Englang.

Projects and activilics
include: oral histaries,
callection znd pres=nration of
histarical atifacts, devaloping
an int=rachve archiveg
restaratizn af M. Hope
Chingse Bural Grounds, and
Chinatawn histariz tayrs,

1388 Baard of Directors
1999 £ 4

Gamen Ghan /- %
Louis Chan & 0§ 2§
Mizhael Chen

Feler Kin Lap Cnan Jk @ 3
Caroline Chang 16 £ 4
Thomas Chin gt &
D=borah Dong £ 34 &
Sbephaniz Fan # 45 Hed,
Frark Frasma

Jdanet Gen

Larry Ho @ &8
Peter Kiang 240l

Bettw Lam 4 F ]
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BEan Yes Tang 4 £ &
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Dawid 5% Wong Fak 2
Fenneth \Wong S5 {E
Wiliam SeamWNang Fu g
Davis Wan 14 A &

Da Zhang ¥ o

Printing
Shanghai Sompany
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